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Agenda
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1.Project Overview

2.Planning Context

3.Public Input

4.Site Selection

5.Review Sketches



Project Purpose and 
Objectives



Challenge:
Pedestrian activity declined during the pandemic and crashes involving 
pedestrian are a persistent problem in DowntownDC.
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Project Objectives

PROPOSED VISION

To create a dynamic, inviting, and comfortable human-scaled 
public realm for the workers and visitors in the DowntownDC 
Business Improvement District (BID). 

GOALS
1. Assess the safety and overall experience for pedestrians.
2. Align work with concurrent plans in the DowntownDC 

BID and agencies’ existing capacities.
3. Implement three quick-wins projects and develop 

longer-term strategies for pedestrian comfort and safety 
in high pedestrian, high visibility areas.
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Project Timeline
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Planning and Design 
Context



Strong Pedestrian Activity
High
Low

* - Property added to 
BID after this analysis

Source: 2021 Pedestrian Activity, DowntownDC BID; Placer.ai

Despite pandemic-related 
declines, most of DowntownDC
also has high pedestrian activity. 
Pedestrian volumes are higher in 
the west side of downtown 
where there is a greater mix of 
uses. 
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Significant Motor Vehicle Volume
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Prioritizing the accommodation of high 
motor vehicle volumes has diminished 
the public realm and created conditions 
that are often unsafe and uncomfortable 
for pedestrians, for example via wide 
pedestrian crossings.

Source: Open Data DC



Pedestrian Collisions
(2015-2019)
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High motor vehicle volumes 
combined with significant 
pedestrian activity can 
contribute to crashes, some 
resulting in serious injury or 
death (KSI).

 570 reported pedestrian 
crashes

 58 killed or seriously 
injured



Current Plans and Projects

1. DowntownDC Parks Master Plan
2. Gallery Place-Chinatown Corridor Study
3. Streets for People Downtown Economic Recovery Public Realm Planning (OP)
4. DowntownDC Action Agenda (DBID)
5. Pennsylvania Avenue Initiative (NPCP)
6. Signature Element Planter project (DBID)
7. moveDC
8. K Street Transitway
9. 11th Street Bus Priority Street
10. 9th Street Protected Bike Lane
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DowntownDC Parks Master Plan
In addition to identifying park improvements, 
the 2022 Parks plan recommends several 
streetscape improvements that could 
enhance pedestrian experience and safety. 
They include:

- 11 Street: Bus lanes, PUDO zones, 
landscaping and commercial kiosks

- F Street: Expand the sidewalk and 
narrow the street on the south side of the 
Portrait Gallery

- 13th Street: Road diet, bike lanes, 
streeteries, art, landscaping

- Massachusetts Avenue: Linear park 
elements, dog park, plantings

- Vermont Avenue: Road diet, reduce 
parking, bike lanes, wider sidewalks, 
sidewalk retail. 
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Gallery Place – Chinatown Corridor Study 

This 2022 study makes several 
recommendations for the future success of the 
neighborhood including improvements to 
several “Priority Spaces.” They include:

- 7th Street: Remove parking, wider 
sidewalks, bus/bike lanes, PUDO zones

- 6th Street: Streetscape improvements

- F Street: Road diet and flush street from 7th

to 9th

- 8th Street: Remove parking and create a 
large center median, or remove parking and 
expand the sidewalk on one side. 



Priority Transit and 
Bicycle Network (MoveDC)

Source: moveDC Source: Open Data DC

DDOT’s bike and bus plans need to be 
considered when evaluating possible 
options for quick win implementation, 
and there may be areas for cooperation 
and coordination. 



Best Practice
Concepts 



Curb Extensions
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 Tighter corner radii slow turning traffic

 Reduced crossing distances improve 
pedestrian safety

1st Street NW, Bloomingdale



Raised Crossings

 Slow approach traffic

 Increase pedestrian visibility

 Increase accessibility

Cambridge, MA
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Road Diet / Mid-block Crossings

 Calm traffic

 Improve safety for all users

 Increase space for non-motor 
vehicle uses Before

After

New York, NY Image Source: NACTO
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Pedestrian Streets/Plazas

Image Source: NYC DOTNew York, NY

 Create and support a sense of place

 Provide additional pedestrian space

 Useful at a variety of scales
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Public Input



 Advisory Committee Meeting #1 – November 
9, 2022

 Community Meeting #1 – November 16, 2022
 Pedestrian Advisory Committee Meeting –

December 12, 2022
 Survey – November 22, 2022 – January 6, 

2023
 Various PopUp Events in DowntownDC

during November and December 2022
 Advisory Committee Meeting #2 – February 

10, 2023
 ANC 2C Meeting – February 13, 2023

Public Input to Date
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 In your opinion, what is the most 
comfortable or "best" street to 
walk along in DowntownDC? If 
the location is an intersection 
please use '&' to describe (e.g., 
14th St & K St). If the location is a 
block please use 'to' (e.g., K St 
14th to 13th St).

Public Input to Date: 
Key Location Survey Results

Top 20 “Most Comfortable” Streets Based on Number of Mentions
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 Where are your LEAST 
favorite spots to walk in 
DowntownDC? Please list up 
to three (3) locations. This 
could relate to the comfort and 
safety of your walking 
experience downtown, or 
something else. If the location 
is an intersection please use 
'&’ to describe (e.g., 14th St & 
K St).If the location is a block 
please use 'to' (e.g., K St 14th 
to 13th St).

Public Input to Date: 
Key Location Survey Results

Top 20 “Least Comfortable” Streets Based on Number of Mentions
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Identification of 
Potential Quick Win 
Sites



Site Identification Process
To identify possible quick win locations, the project 
team looked at several factors including:

- Crash history

- Pedestrian activity

- Inclusion in other plans

- Conflicts with other plans

- Public input

- Feasibility
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 Site Selection (Dec/Jan/Feb)
 Quick Win Design 

(Feb/March/April)
 Quick Win Installation (June/July)
 Evaluation & Final Report 

(Aug/Sept)
 Ongoing Advisory Committee and 

Public Meetings

Next Steps
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